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Megumi Yokota, who was kidnaped by North 
Korean authorities. Prime Minister Abe and 

some reporters spoke in Japanese, and their 
remarks were translated by an interpreter. 

Joint Statement by the United States of America and Japan on Energy 
Security, Clean Development, and Climate Change 
April 27, 2007 

President Bush and Prime Minister Abe 
agreed today that confronting the inter-
linked challenges of energy security, clean 
development, and climate change requires 
sustained and effective global action. The 
United States and Japan are working to en-
sure that the energy on which our econo-
mies depend remains reliable, affordable, 
and secure by encouraging efficiency, diver-
sity of supply, and advances in technology. 
At the same time our nations are making 
meaningful progress in addressing air pollu-
tion and greenhouse gases from our power 
and transportation systems. We remain 
committed to the ultimate objective of sta-
bilizing greenhouse gas concentrations in 
the atmosphere at a level that would pre-
vent dangerous anthropogenic interference 
with the climate system, and will further 
explore the steps forward to this objective. 

The United States and Japan are also 
advancing the clean energy technology 
needed to change for the better the way 
we power our homes, businesses, and auto-
mobiles. We are accelerating the develop-
ment and deployment of these technologies 
by providing policy incentives to reduce the 
cost barriers to their full commercialization. 
We especially note the importance of ad-
vancing: energy efficiency and renewable 
energy, alternative and renewable fuels, hy-
drogen, near-zero emissions coal, nuclear 
energy, and fusion energy. We will work 
together to advance our nationally- defined 
objectives in these areas, taking advantage 
of a wide range of policy tools and meas-
ures including mandatory programs, incen-
tives, and public-private technology partner-
ships. We will conduct a joint quantitative 

study on the economic, technological, and 
climate benefits of energy efficiency, in rec-
ognition of the trend toward national en-
ergy efficiency goals and programs through-
out the Asia-Pacific region. 

The United States and Japan will work 
constructively with our international part-
ners, in particular the major energy con-
suming nations, to promote the commer-
cialization of advanced clean energy tech-
nologies. In this regard, we will also use 
the G8, the UNFCCC, the Asia-Pacific 
Partnership on Clean Development and 
Climate, the International Energy Agency, 
APEC, the Commission of Sustainable De-
velopment, and other multilateral partner-
ships. We reaffirm the goals of the Reduce, 
Reuse and Recycle (3R) Initiative set at 
the G8 Summit at Sea Island in 2004. This 
includes the reduction of barriers to the 
international flow of goods and materials 
for recycling and remanufacturing, recycled 
and remanufactured products, and cleaner, 
more efficient technologies, consistent with 
existing environmental and trade obligations 
and frameworks. We also note that a report 
on the Gleneagles Dialogue on Climate 
Change, Clean Energy and Sustainable De-
velopment will be received at the G8 sum-
mit meeting to be hosted by Japan in 2008. 

We will also endeavor under the Mon-
treal Protocol to ensure the recovery of the 
ozone layer to pre-1980 levels by accel-
erating the phase-out of HCFCs in a way 
that supports energy efficiency and climate 
change objectives. We will continue to ex-
ercise leadership in the development of the 
Global Earth Observation System of Sys-
tems (GEOSS). 
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The United States and Japan recognize 
the value of our bilateral High-Level Con-
sultations on Climate Change and will en-
hance, strengthen, and streamline that dia-
log. The United States will send a delega-
tion of senior-level officials to Japan before 

the G8 Summit in June to discuss further 
implementation of this statement. 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this joint state-
ment. 

Statement on North Korea Freedom Week 
April 27, 2007 

I send greetings to all those observing 
North Korea Freedom Week. Those living 
in North Korea regrettably know firsthand 
the meaning of deprivation of freedom. I 
have met in the Oval Office with some 
of the courageous few who have managed 
to escape from the country. I have heard 
firsthand accounts of their suffering in 
North Korea and of their dangerous jour-
neys to freedom. And I have seen how 
they now live in freedom’s light. We will 
continue to strengthen our commitment to 

bring freedom to all repressed peoples. I 
believe the 21st century will be freedom’s 
century for all Koreans. One day every cit-
izen of that peninsula will live in dignity, 
freedom, and prosperity at home and in 
peace with their neighbors abroad. Until 
that day comes, we will not rest in our 
efforts to support the North Korean people 
as they strive to achieve the rights and free-
doms to which they are entitled as human 
beings. 

The President’s Radio Address 
April 28, 2007 

Good morning. This weekend I am trav-
eling to Florida to address the graduating 
class of Miami Dade College. This college 
serves one of our Nation’s most vibrant and 
diverse communities. Miami is home to 
people whose families have been in our 
country for generations and to people who 
have only just arrived. This diversity is one 
of the great strengths of that city, and it 
is one of the great strengths of our country. 

The opportunities America offers make 
our land a beacon of hope for people from 
every corner of the world. America’s ability 
to assimilate new immigrants has set us 
apart from other nations. In this country, 
our origins matter less than our dreams. 
What makes us Americans is our shared 
belief in democracy and liberty. Our Nation 

now faces a critical challenge: to build an 
immigration system that upholds these 
ideals and meets America’s needs in the 
21st century. 

In Washington, we are in the midst of 
an important discussion about immigration. 
Our current immigration system is in need 
of reform. We need a system where our 
laws are respected. We need a system that 
meets the legitimate needs of our economy. 
And we need a system that treats people 
with dignity and helps newcomers assimi-
late into our society. 

We must address all elements of this 
problem together or none of them will be 
solved at all. And we must do it in a way 
that learns from the mistakes that caused 
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